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FOH lhc first limv itJ tilJ:1 :your~. huts 
rising on ttw trnhes of tlrt:JiongmHllovu 
immense kraal or Zulu dm1fH.H Dlngaan. 

Ttle huts arc aulhcntlt'),tWd traditional ~- rnp 
cas of the V(\!'Y snnw trnt;)ltlt on firn by Dinga , 
in the fa<'<J of IHI avt 1og!,ttl( Boer c<munando (l 
by Andnes f'n•lol'iuH), nfb}i' f)lng1.wn·s m~irder . 
l'ict Hctief ,,r, l''ehrnAry 0, 11137, and t. 
Blaauwkrnntz, Mwmltpruit und other massacres 
Fd1ruarv 17. ' 

Now, In the shado1,v of :~Wt.I !vfotlwanc Wlw 
fh'tief's heart and liver !ft?l'!J toJ'n from_ his bo 

and under tht immN1Htntiroiw of Um Dlngaanst 
DHC Mission, voices i)f Zijlu nrnn nnd women a 
lift<)d in traditional workirJl.rJ<HIS Ut1 Hwy plait gm 
and bend saolings for tlw huts, 

Thit. linH.; the lmt:3 will i:bt1 JHH'flHlfHJnl, thanks 
,JohtitlrltNburg Hlrn--rnnk~Ji;ililnw d(J Witt, und 
whose nm,plcc$ the huts nrf{lming constrnctcd. Tiu 
wl!l form Uw authentic hn<tkground to part8 of ll 'I' 
}H'rlt'H Shaka Zulu J1c will be working 
Noon for TV l and TV2, 

Immense Hs H !0, t.h<.! mrifl·Wt will only tw built o 
nbout oiw third of Ding:wrJJs krnni, wh.ich, wtwn t 
oeeupi"d it with some 211 OVO ~cople iu about 182 
i-;trf!tehed Nome 2,5 km in dliffH'.!ter. 

t1:an pf Ow film set h1it:i1 tltaud \HI excavate 
tir1nr¥ tif 0!() 1~w·podlo (or t~_R woman'l:l quarters of 
t.!W rnvHI Ntr!ogure). The_JJ·xcavntions w1;~re done.· 
join UV by tlw University /of Cape Town and th~ 
t!nlvt{I'§!ty o{ N11tal, Pieteijmaritzburg, some year~. 
ago undi;ii' .l)r MarUn Hall, of the Pietermaritzburj}· 
l\tuseurn. 

The Sitt}, which belongs to the National Mon 
ments Couneil, has now beeq accepted by the Na 
Provincial Museum Servic~w as a provincial mus 
um and is being developed JQJ_!Jtly by the two bodie 

{,;+fa; 

As the site is develnpcd,\:ffion.' archaelogical c 
ravations ,viii be underldlh{h and huts transfc 

ve opmei1t, a control point, kios~f:. 
;\iii!1>l~~;'lll,\hltst.~E,~s!W..!..l wHJ.be provided. The mah;,, 
Ai§jj.(~~l!:~!Jl[>.~tl,;,\ll;,f\tii hufa,: as the whole area ,s 
planne<ras a living, working.·complcx. 

Dingaan gave his kraal the·.name Mgungundhlovu. 
Opinions differ as to the meaning of the name, but 

• • • 
The bones 
of the old 
Zulu king.§ 
rest here 1 

in the valley I 
tHNGAAN'S KRAAL is set in the Zulu "V11lh•1· 
ot tho Kings'' - Emakhosini, burial plate of Hi;,:,. 
Ztllt! dynasty, and fountainhead of the nation. lt :1 
tJt19 of the most sacred places in Zululand. 

tn Hw valley lie the graves of Senzangakhomi \C 
111'17'1016) - father of Shaka, Dingaan, and Mpand,, .. 
!ltiQ ~nrndfother of Cetshwayo - Phunga . .Tama ((n, 
til!lrOf S,mwngakhonal), Ndaba (father or ,fonrnL 
llllll%!!1U, 100 o.f Cetshwayo, and others. 

mid~winter of 1829. Dingaan cho\<1 
royal kraal -· after he murd11rvd 
(where the sugar village of Stm1~t!_t' 
rntinuc moved from the old knitil 
Va.!J(ly of the Kings. The !and ww, 

water from numerous str(!%lf/l'i. 
WH§ t'kh for grazing. 

.!J~ _th<} iHl~j (Jf 1829. 20 000 people lived rn !fH, 
tff,#h'!t. ()Hl~Ufl$Ufldlovu kraal. oval in shape W]t/j 

MW. Of1H"f!fH10 to the lower end. The circle WlF 
.. ttJ b~ tWQ t:oncentric hedges of mimosn ~1tun1p1 mmi wtiwh tht! huts were located. 

;\!JtjiJijl H/0 metres from the top of the hill i;\r,,,id 
1,ttrWJI kraals outside the enclosure of thii nrn1!l 
.~l)Hty W(1re commonly known as Uw Fl,i;t' ,p.. $ 

.:~~fltI't1! kr;rnl had eigtit huts arHl ltH: 1!lf1ur ; { 
', ·m.!th. Only members of the royal fdrmiv !1\,e:i { 

· !<-fttitit:,·;,?:t·; .. tH:~,fi-,·r:.oY;.:~i!:~1fe,fr~/~;t;f:i\~1i~.:' 
$t;;.liy' ir': higfi:'pallrsa<le.c ciJiisnt 

.arters or lst/;odlo ft had its own 
entrances and was mad(: up of twri dlVJ\; 0 1n 
ac:k and the white. Tht· bl;.ick. 1J11 Uiu 

' 
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;\\ft'.lt'!WIJ r>l,i1,~ "'" ••••. 

Pan uf tlw rnm :wt lnlW 1Hand on excavate.-/_ 
flnorn of lhf: is1'r101l/o (or the woman's quarters or 
thP roval t•1w\ost1ri!). ThP ,:(!){cavaUons were dont* 
ju\nlty' by I ht1_ l\n\vcn>it~(of c_ape Town and lhf 
lln\vl~rHIIY _of NiltaL Pietenna1·1tzb~rg, som~ year~i/ .. 
:1J?,tl unt\~·r nr Marlin Hall, of the l 1etermantzbur~,t 
Museum. 

The site, whieh belongs to the National Mon 
ment.s Council, has now bee.n accepted by the Nat 
Provincial Museum Servic~§·. as a provinci~l mus 
um and is being developed j'q~,ptly by the two bodi 

As the ::,;i(e is devdopod~iJ'f\on~ arch,wlogical c 
l';wations wil\ be undett,Hi.:'~n aud huls transf 

. ' " ment, a control point, kiosw::: 

J; .•. ".!J·!b·'.··!11 .... · .. ~.· .. ··•.· ... ··.··.··.''.·_~'. ·.9~.-.. ·.'•_.~.'.·.·.·.•.· ... l,·!l!··.· .. !l,.'.!.JJ!l.· .. ·.·.'_'·_;_f., •. ·.,» ... ll.J •... l.} wil_ .. l .. '.b··.· e provided. The mai_n .• f;J;"il!fli!iffi!!j\~lJp'l?w>Wib'l\~ huts,, as the whole area is 
plrHHllHfas a living, worklng:·C.bmplex. 

-~._,,,,,,"" Dli1gaan gave his kraal th~(name Mgungundhlovu:. 
'i,,,, Opinions differ as to the m~~ning of the name, bu,t 
i'>-\ .. ,,,, acco,·ding· to historian H.C.L,µgg it is derived front 

"\·.». ungungawendhlovu, which J:.11~ans. the secret meet~ 
·-,,.)ng of the king, and refers JO Dingaan's successfql 

>!\Jot to murdN Shaka. 

'>rpcs Stuart, on the oth:~t hand, expresses th 
f ;l1"'-'ased on Zulu traditi~n, that the kraal w 
,1~1!~!1~~~'{jungunghlovu beC.:~1.lSC it had the sha 
l'l ·1 / l\~o elephant tusl{~t placed on Ow grout 
l.~i e1~_1:111t. ·4farrw meant '.fr.he Place of the Lar 

nt,adn hin1~~
0
y lramifm· ee, H wrw nppHcti 

. As it was a }\i 
nrng down to !h 
of the Zulu warr)(lP¥ 
'!lt?get!:~~r, nine Jrnp'ig 
Sh1Plds Each of th(\ l 
Ind, I Wil ' <:de 1 unp1 oceup1t1(! It$ 

Commanding each impi Will 
t>aeh horn was a chwf rndunr1 if 

• E.M. Ritter's Shaka z.ulu IM 
13 ?ne-hour segments for 1rvi.1r .. J 
~<'r~t's ~or TVI. Joshua Slneld'}f, l1J 
s~.nes~.1s a 9~alifit~d medk:i.d~tlJl' 
\,1th S1~trr Itwresa in lndli)Ji'tfl Vli .,- .. , 
tilt> son o(" fot·nw1· editor tift1··f1t"N·, -.tJ\LJh~tn .. , .. 
He !Jas been invol • I ·. .;·/\.. LW. '<wk 1 !lll~11il 
months. vu 111 llnHil,glw !>t'Oj!ltlt for JI!*" 

The grave of lh_e fourt!J!~l;{bf the Zulu n 
lion'. Zul lu (Nkosmkulu) lie!!,just outside I 
origma entrance to Din> • • 
(c 1597-1691) was the'\·j'l'" 5 

kraal. Zu 
was adopted b th ,.., .):!9 Whose na 

Y e tnbe and who is r 
riarded as the founder .of. the Zulu roval d 

ere ~nee Dingaan's kraal took up the whole of this hillside. 'fff~1~1-rde'd entrances and was mad0 up of l\.\'/J di\'1'.i 
=·~· the black and the wlnte. Th1: black. un Uw 

e brooding Kwa Maliwane hill 
r were cut out and buri d ock where Piel Relief was dragged and clubbed to death. His heart anl 

97 men and lour youthse w~: the royal road to Thekwini (Port Natal). The monument It to him - and his party 
• were murdered at the site on February 6, 1838, and buried in a mass grave at 

the 

n,i11~r ;Vr~rn \htHIIlrn,1 ii ilirnm,rnr tlt six mtilnm. 
lle,-0pen •1>11r4 n1Jj1,1t1Jng tht•s,1 l11as wns 11 mound 
•arth 

1
wd htch can still he sllon, from which Pin• 

an cou overlook the whole kraal. --

/ The white z'sigod/o stretched for ,warlv l()O 

,~(~:!d~~re und~ff the supervision of the Nkci',ulkn-, 
··cubines Tl~~n) llved the king's ~00 or nl(H't"; con--

h l 
. . eir huts were usuallv in thrN"" .• ,,,,.1 t.111.• 

Woe quarte · d. ,·d V ·"'"' h t · f r wa_s l\l ed by fences in !WCI) ;1 Wil\' 
a n ormed an intricate maze. · 

Din'g.alan had a number of rnilitnrv kran!s 'J're·,,1 
ver Zu uhnd I t u · · · · , ' 

. ' • }U . 'mgungundlovu was his f'apital.· 
r~~}l here he dominated the Zulu empire b~ilt by 

However, he was regularily visited 
~ders. from Port Natal --·-men like 
!ck Kmg ancl Nathaniel 
rancis Owen . 

The mass gravo where Retiol and his men were buried by Andrie_s 
Pretorius, whose avenging commando reached the kraal alter thetr 
victory at the Battle of Blood River. Pretor1us found lhe kraal de­
serted and burning. At Kwa Matiwane he found the remains ol 

Relief and his party, including the pouch with the treaty. 
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