REPURT ON DINGAAN'S XRAAL.
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To the Chairman and Members of the Monuments Cori ssion.

During my visit to Zululand i1 August, I 6took
bhe opportuniby of visiting the site of Dingsan's Hraal, a part
of the farm Mooiplaats Ho. 193 inm the district of Vryhelid, which
hes been transferred by the Government %o the Commisesion. I wag
assisted in my work by the Surveyor-Genéral's Office at Pieterw
macibzburg from whom I recelvad the enclowsed tracings of the outsnan
Dingaon's Kraal and Ultsocek, the latter being the site of the
grave of Piet Retief and his fellow burghers. I also reoeived from
the Burveyor-General's Office a degree sheet which indinates the
powition of the farm with reference to the town of ielmobl.

My time at the farm was limited and I wzs nok
ahle to trace the farm boundaries. The native who is in ehnrge

of the land was unforfunately abment and could not zive me any

asslisbance, The portion of the land which ie to be transTerred

to the Commission is 104 acres in extent, and is roughly ellinticpl
in shape, being about 1,200 yards long. The waole of the farm
lies bedween two more or ieas parallel spruita.

At ths upper end of the land is a small rocky
emingnca on which a large euphorbia tree "naboom® i1s =411l sianding.
Tradition states thal this tree is the idenkical tree under whish
Dingaan sab. As far as T could ascertain this elevation and the
trea were noi included within the main kraal but I understand faat
it is usual for a Xalffir chief to have a spot oubside the krasl
whers he spends his time, having his provisiosnsg broughl Lo hime

Somg 400 yards north of Dingsants free and st6ill
on bhe water~sned hetween fwo shtreams 15 a smaller Duphorbla treo
which has evlidently sprung up since the desteouction of the kraal,

In the vicinity of this tree are anumerous indi-
cabtions of former huts, The floors and fire places of many of these

re clearly visible., It would appear that fthe huits were arvanged

in seweral rows on ths circumference of an ellipse and these floors
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wiiich are to-day visible are the floors of the uppermost lines of
hutse On othasr portions of the land indications may be observad
of remains of other huts but the floors of many of the huts, parti-
cularly on the eastern side have been destroyed by plougiing.

At the lower end of the land to the west of the
homestead was the o0ld entrance to the kraal where Piet Retief and
his men Ieft their guns on the day of their rurder. This entrance
was originally wmarked by two immense euphorbias, One of these ig
54111 standing but the other has been destroyed and has fallen over,
I found that both thees stood within cabtle kradés presamahly con-
structed by the former owner of the farm and now being used by
native occupants, I do not know the characteristics of the
euphorbia but it is suggested that the free may have bveen killed as

a result of the cattle heing kraaled around it,so om my return fo
Tshowe, I immediately wired the Hon, Secretary suggesting that the
Department of Lands be apvwroached with a visw to preventing the use
of the area immediately around the trees for the purpose of kraaling
the cattles

With reference to the proposal by Parliament to
enclose Dingaan's Kraal as the farm is now known, oy a stons or wire
fence, I had the honour to make the following suggestions.

Birst, that the whole ares be enclosed by a
gubstantial wire Tence. That this fence should be so conatructed
a8 to have a mein enbrance to the land at the site of the old ens~
trance to the kraal and that a feabure be made of this entrance by
the consiruction of two stone walls which will wholly or partly
enclose the existing euphorbia tree and the site of the one that
has desiroved. These stone walls might be of more or less seml-
gircular shape in plan, and the trees protected from fthe inside by
a barbed wire fence to protect the enclosurs, as indiaated in fhe
accompanying sketch A.

Secondly, 1T would sugpgest that the area around
Dingaan's tree ove enclosed by a stone wall with a turnsiile. This

w&ll which need not be very high should be roughly elliptical in

plan with a major axis of about 120 feet and a minor axis of 90 feet
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850 placed that the tree will be about 36 feet from the southern
boundary of the wall and 84 feet fram the northern houndary at which
place a turnstile should be provided as indicatsd in sketch B,

Thirdly, T would further suggest the construction
of a low wall t0 enclose and protect the most clearly marked of
the floors in the vicinity of the small Buphorbia tree mentioned
above. The location of these floors is shown in sketch C. This
wall should also be provided with a turnstilea

Fourthly, it would enhance the value of the site
from an educative point of view if a number of monuments {say stone
fence=poste) could be erected to indicabte roughly the limits of the
achugl kraal. It is difficult to say how many of thase would be
required but perhaps one every 100 feetl or soc would suffice.

If the members of the Commlission agree 5o these
proposalas I would suggest that the Publiec Works Department be asied
to prepare an estimate for this work and it would be well perhaps
if the locsl Native Comm;ssioner could gecomparny the Enginear of the
Department on his visit and discuss these suggestions with hims It
i1s not unlikely thal some very useful suggestions may be made by the
Fative Coémmissioner and I have ho doubt that he would be of great
gagiatance to the Zngineer in tracing the remains of the huls, old
floors, fire places, middens atce He might perhaps suggest thak
points other than those noticed by me should be marked in some way
or proftected.

About a month or five weeks ago I ¢alled upen the
Seoretary for Lands in this connection and explained to him that
action by the Commission was being delayed by my failure to submib a
report, but that I had been prevented from submltting a report earlier
and asked him to grant the Commission a little further time in
replying to his letter in connaction with the fenoing of Dingaan's
Kraals

I am submibiting herewith three tracings of diagramn
and the district map given me by the Surveyor=Gencral and alsc some

photographs,

(Sgde) R.J. VAN REENEN.
at PRETORIA.

a2nd November 1927



