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INFORMANTs HEHHANE NGWENYA
MGOMFELWENI KRAAL
REGIMENT: LIGAVU

INFORMATION RECEIVED FROM: FATHER MAHALI NGWENYAy NYATSI REGT.

Chiefs of the Ngwenyas are as follows:

NGWENYAMA NGWENYA
LEMBE KéWENYA
SIDZINGi NGWELYA
mANWAYI&mAYI LGWENYA

The Nhgwenya were the original inhebitants of the area now controlled
by the Mmabusa Chiefs They lived in the area of Ngcabane, Other

PEE original inhabitents of the surrounding area were the Mavimbela,
who lived in the area of mgomfelweni, the meanana, who lived in thke
area where they now live, the Mbuli, who lived at Ngcabane, and

the Dhladhla, who lived at ugomfelheni The rasekos also lived

in this general area. When the Swazis came into this area none

of these groups put up a fight; all insteed Konta'd,

I® The Ngwenya were sutos. They were not under Somhlolo when
he wag in eShiselweni. Wwhen Somhlolo came north the Ngwenya konta'd
to him. Prior to this the Ngwenya were totally independent of
anytbody. They were not under the influence of the Masekos.
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In the reign of Mswati the labusas were placed in the Ngwenya
area, but were obliged to konta to the Ngwenya chief, SIHHALA,
the son of MANWAYIMNWAYI, who reigned as chief after MANWAYINWAYI's
death, became involved in a quarre¢l with the iMabussss, the quarrel
arlslng over an attempt by the Mabusas to take the Ngwenya lend.
The case went Bt Mswati who plzced the Ngwenya under the mMabusa.
both before znd after the fight and even to this dey there were and
are more Ngwenya tlEamx living in this ares than rMabusa. Some of
MANWAYINWAYI's children fled to km the area of Amsterdam after
this conflict becaucse they did not want to be under the Mabusas.
At that time Amsterdem was still under the Swazis. They went by
themselves and were not sent by the Swazi king. ( On gquestioning
the informant sald that they went with the consent of Mswati, but
the wap in which this informetion was elicited suggests that this
may not have been the case).

Prior to the advent of Somhlolo the mavdmbela were under the
Ngwenya, Later there was a fight between mswati end the Mavimbela
people because MAEMKRXNKXKNX the daughter of MANLLANGLANE, the
mavimbela chief,refused to marry Mswati., The name of the daughter
was GCWANYANE. MANHLANHLANE's home was surrounded by the
Indhlavela Regiment, but MANhRLANGLANE escaped. The latter then
approached SIDJINGA to intercede for him with Mswati. The inf-
ormant did not know why Sidzinga in varticular was approached to
do this. wswati pardoned HANHLANHLANE who continued to exxercise)



the powers of a chief. The informent did not know how the
vMavimbelas leter lost their chieftaincship. The Mavimbelas
lost the majority of their people in this wey, They were very
numerous tefore the fight, but the Ngwenyas were even more
numerous still. The informant did not know why the Swazm king
should have wished to merry a rMavimbela rather than an Ngwenya.

The Ngwenya had no special magic. They made ho%s, selling
these for cattle. They were given no special function by the
Swazi kings. The Swazi kings have never married an Ngwenye
woman.

Apparently the only contact with the Masekos was when one
of the Ngwenya visited the Masekos. On his return he came back
with MGOZOLO from the Maseko ares, There was no narticular sig-
nificance in thés. It merely a@xpax explains how the Masekos in
the lNgwenya area got there,

The Xx induna of the Mabusa chief of this area who had been
previously interviewed, ( and who had et this point made no
mention of the Ngwenya/Mabusa conflict) generesly confirmed this
account, adding also that 3
a. The Mabusa vere independent of the Lgwenya when they were

first plaeced in this area.
be The conflict between the Ngwenya and Mabusa was not a very
serious or great one, that Mswatl intervened in it end put
an end to it by plecing the Ngwenye under the Mabusa.
cg.He oonfirmed the Ngwenya then énd now were and are uore
numerous then the Mabusa in this area.



(LAST PORTION OF INT.RVIEW WITH UNDERMENTIONED INFORMANT WHICH WAS
ERASED BY ACCIDENT FROM TH:. TAPE.)
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INFORMANT: MIKA NDZEBELE
MANBATWENI KRAAL

REGIMENT: LISOTGHA

INFORMATION RECEIVED FROM: FATHER

® %0 * 0 000 0 000 00 ®0 00 %00 LAGMA WES Of the 51131-&.1\1)&1‘; Clano bhe
stayed behind in the present area because she became tired while
mswatl was moving from eShiselweni.

Of the surrounding clans the FAGUDLE, 1ASEAO and hnAvbULE
were in their areas when the present chief's forbear arrived.
The mabusa,%Kkyg Saqolo and Manyatsi arrived later.

This clan was never involved in any fighting with the Zulus.




