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QUESTION A,
Tell us cbout SCHELOLO, everybidng you know,

VYe were iold MSWATI wes SONMELOLO's son, and that his mother was ZVIDE's
dauehter, It is said that lis birti was a source of great joy for the
Swazl and lis mother Lo=ZIDIIN, She sang a joyiul gong and called her
escourt IANZELVANBLE ad others % at her in-laws nlace, end sent Them to
fetch water (sea water), Then the doctoring of the young king was carried
out., LA-/IDFI'e relatives kent coming to visit her and to see their
nephew, but zlsc because they were escaping fro: atiacks by Shaka., They
felt quite secure and prolected because of the new relationslip which had
developed as o result of the birth of MBWATI,

IEWATT seat ids arny o ot ack TAWEWE and 1FILA, sons of LANGA - this was
the first of his basttles. Second was the atitack on IJAJI-TEUBELA, wiwo
threatened him, This army Tourht even beyond THOBELA's territory as far

as TULVAVE's territory, now called TUSTHNBURR. These lkin, g surrendered

to IIBWATT and ;ave him catile, asking him to stay peacefully with them,

e was a victorious bein: and the other tribes reslized his military stredsth
viten he went on further to attack IAPICHO and 7 AMTIO,

BASHELT ceme Lo revord to MSWATI that cis (BAUSHFLE) wnother was being
illatreated at ILAVIO. Miis infurdiated NSWATT and this is why he sent
his army on MLAMBO ior ill~treating his (I'swati) sister. Tie sent uis
army in the cold munth of llay - tuere was snov. =e sent s rogiment -
IUYATHST, "his repiment frave on the wmy and Was nesyly wiped oud by

the eneny. This annoyed MBWATI ever more and he sent snother srmy with
himself present this time, e plundered all the wmy as for as IITHGH laad,

QUESLICON B,
Vhy did he at .aclk MADLTHGA's rnonle?

e did it beeause he said '‘they were his fathers ;ood friends, but they
rrided themselves too mich about tihis friendshin, even to the extent of making
him feel he was bein: threaltened by theis

JUESTION C,
Vhy dBAMSVATT kill his brotherts and nremant wives of the King ( Sorhilolo)?

he other wives of BONMELOLC were jealous of LA=~7IDZE on bein' made nueen of
Somhlolo, IISVATI therefore sent his warriors to kill these wives and their
houses ( sons and daughters),

QUESTION D,
There is a well lkno¥m story here, and vill you tell us about it; Thy did
VISWATT kill KHAMBI?

HABI cane vack with the army when it returned froo attacking “AVEVE and
JWILA, and he was hichly faboured by o king's wife, . He then chanred his
sutmane to SIIEONDZE from DLAMINTI - he was being mischievour., e wnsg
UENATI'e favourite - to khe extent tiiat he handled the king's food and alk
matters to the king were first reported to him, There came an induna from
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CUNDWINT viz, LOMBAMBO MJIABELA, and this man became Miﬂ-ﬁ‘%I 's £ :-ienﬂ: -
Joth were suspected of having an afiair with the King's vife but denied it,
The Kin, thereupon ordered her death and she was killed at ITHOHHO by
warriors., KIAWMBT was also killed outside the krazl for his mischiefl,
Killed also was MPILAUTIIWA's mother,

QUESTIQAN Bo <4 ; ; ?
Vhy did 1SWATT dec de not to build at his father's royal kranl?

He feared Zulu atitacks,.

QUESTION Fo
Vho was MSWATI's personsl messenyer?

It was MHLABA MOTHA, and that of MBAKDZENI was MBANGO MOTHA,

QUESTION G,

in army went out to abiack after the death of MEWAIT - do you kmow this?

Phis was the "Elephant's Batile"s It started this way, There camne one
MATHSATENI who shouted in the kresl that veople shoulin't be sitting
around but going to mourn, This was NMATHSAFENT IMDLULL, In reaction an
army went oub, but the Jueen THANDILE refised to let it go, It went out
against her will, and she therefore cursed it saying,"Would mm that not
a single one of you come back alive'", VThen MATHSATTNI came he had in
fact alrsedy sent out on army o -tiack the BASOTHO( south Sotho), so that
when everyone came to realise there already was fishtin: between the
PEDI and BLSOTHO and this army. The BASOTHC snd PETI were stronger;
they surrounded the army, but NKA ANE escaped ( he was a fast runner)
This army was led by IMNGAYI,

QUISIION . e

He was Somhlolo's son, but he was one of the hated ones ( by the King),
Because of tliis hatred these sons feared the King might attack then;

QUESTION I,
There was a gquerrvel between him and MSWATI, but who were the other
people who were involved in this quarredl between FOKOTI and the Xing?

I don't know about FOKOTI. I know however that he supported JOJO., JOJO
was father of JAAKHAKLEKA, and he ;ot drowned in the JKIONDO iver when
he iried to flee,

LAMGANGINT KHUMARO was asked for ( in order to be married to their son)

by the Ilaminis from her parents in "ululand, There were beautiful

¢irls here at home viz, MSUKUSUKU Dlumini, Somhlolo's daughter, and others,
The mother was LAJMGANGENT sseeecsenssssoercasnransns 7

TANGANGENT tow. over from LA-VID/E even while the latler was still alive,

LUDONGO -~ Hie mobher wes LA-JICAVGENT KHUMALO, Eis nane at birth was
MACALENT, bul he was ¢iven the name of LUDONGA later when he became

desi nated 'Fing to be', The (ueen-mother ( La-"idre) made him king at
the deatn of his father, One day during a war-dance LUDONGA fell

dovmn and the wariiors and people took tlis to be o bad omen, The Teason
for his fallin, dogm is as followss

Somebody from Swazilend had just retuned with o sun from the Basuto people
in Southern Sothoe  LUDONGA tock thie fun in his hande and was admiring_
it during the dence, The brought the barrel too near iis nose and inhaled
the fumes of gpun-powder, and later on tlie flesh of his nose began to
inflame and he vwss very ill - he died of this,



JTABOYA TAXUDE contes.s

At this time his sunt had visited her in-laws, and there she found =a
young girl and liked her for LUDONGAs The aunt's fiance was

LANGALIBA LRIE JTETITHULU and Ler name was SOMLALOSEK. She aslked the
girl's parents t® let her come home with The ¢irl in order to shoV her
her fiance (LUDONGA-). When SOMDLALOSE and the girl arrived home they
found LUDONCA had died and people were mourning., This was on the third
day of LUDONGA's denth, The ¢irl was then taken to NGU DUMANE K10 s
kraal (SOMLALCSE's in-laws) and kept ihere,

Prince "ALUNGE weni to the Mieen -motier o ey wrasn his ewmoathy, »nd

to discuss with her whalt covld be done next. The Queen-molher asked him
to sug;est who he thousht could meke The next King . "ALUNCE resretled
4k that he had not been on good terms with fthe mother of TIITHO (who
wag one of the King's wives) so that he wuuld Lherefore, il the Queen-
mother and other concerned sgrerd, sugiest that IBANDENI be made King,
becavse he seid MBAUDENI was a "uiet puff-edder" ( ek quiet but
capable)s

URSTION J, _
There did LA GANGENT IIUMALO come f.om?

From /TN GA's nrea in 7ululand j in ilie NUGICOMA =res,

QUESTION ¥,
Ving she relgted to MZILIXAZTI?
ol her brother beecause FTLIINNET vwae

Yes they nre rekbives, uost plobabl,
NI v's father was WZILIKAZI's broiher.

st pu
son of ITASIOBANE, and LA-MGAYG

AUTSTION L,
How old was JUDONCL wihien he died?

At about the spe of the regiment LINDIMFT that is aprroximately 25 years
or less,

AUHETION M,
Vho was Tregent while LUDONG: wap wider age?

T would say !ALUNCE beecouse he had the birpest say in auy wmatber concerning
Hngship or LUDONGA, MHe lived ot NYAKTNI, The meenvmother merely

locked after the youny prince at the royal residence, But MSUKUSURU

and LUKIWABITHST lived with and versonally looked alter LUDONGA =t the
royal kraasl, These two made up his bed every morning, did milking,

and brought milk in for him, Even now LUKHVWARITIEI's and MSUKUSUKU's
descendents are still at the “KAUINT royal krazl - they never It it,

NDWANDWE At DLUTTI there was onoilier residence of Kin, 1SWATT of which
IWDVANDWE ny great grandfather and lather of SICUMILE, my grand-mother,
was in charge in order to kecp it |, oing end not turm into Iz ruine,
QUES ION X,

—_— —
How and why did NDVARDVE come to be in charge of thie kraal?

1t wes because the krasl was like hiz home, he beiny a Ndwsndwe snd
the King's wife also a Ndwandwe,

OURESTT O 0,
That became of WDWANDWE at this krael?

Then there came this death of the young king LUDONGA, The Swezi

became suspicious about his fallin; down whilst dancing. Unfortunately
someone or some peonle told lies about WIVAYDWE to the Swazi, with the
regult that a regiment (1:1&&*:1;51) wae sent to kill him of the royal kraal,
Defore this the Queen-mother LA-TID7E lLad sent a uessenger,/AKHUNGEZINTABA,
to tell this reriment not to kill a young boy wliom she said they would find
keeping ofi birds from = corm Bxlod: field at the kraal, his child must
be protected. So the veoi.le ran awey before the regiment arrived and
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went to the Transvaal, only to retum later and name the kraal VELEZIZVENT
( To:merly MBIDLIMBIDLINI) which meane returned from forei;n land,

Chief SITUBA's father was consequently named !BC'ISWA, "Sufferer of
Destruction of massacre", He wos the childvhom the regiment was

ins ructed, by the Jueen-mother, not to kill, There are still a lot of
NDWANDWEs in the Bastern Trangvasl who are dcscendedfrom those Ndwandwe
who escapad death by the & regiment on that day,

QUESTION P,
That do you laiow about the batile of AWELAVELAT

I den't icnow that one, but I k.ow aboul the Balile of Elephants.

QUESTION 2,
that hapnened to LUDGWCA's lsdy? Whome is she buried?

She is buried ¢t NSUXY'BILI that is at DLANGTNI,

QUISTION It . -
Why was LU’.BGJGA not buried =t the same place as his father?

I really don't lmow why they were too lazy to take him to MDILANTNI,

JESTION S
What did tﬁe Swozi do then afier the young ldng died?

MBANDEII, son of LA=NIA BULE, was noninated at o ueeting of the royal
family, the Nueen-mother sug;esbing that he be made Kking,. So he was
brought from CUDWINI and mede King.  Shorily afier this the other
princes, among them }MBILINI, sent GFIJA to the royal kraal Lo request

that their brother (IBAVDZNI) come down fr them to ses him, as if to
congratulate him, and yet they had conspired to kkill him, Vlhen MBANDIEII
arvived before his brothers there came a voive saying,'"Why, what is it you
went to do to him", and the brothers @ispersed immediately and Tan away,
without doing him any herm, This voice was like, and was, that of ISWATI,
Frinece MBILINT actually called IIBA'DINI, jeslous that IBANDFNT was of
another house at CUNDWINI, and not even at the big ruyel krasl. M ILINT
actually atienpted IBANDRII's life by going to tle PON/ 01! to orpenise

en army to attack his brother - wviiem he had run awny after hearing the voice.
But he didn't st ack MBANDINI for fear of his strong INYATYT resiment,
VABITTLA also nad decome jealous of MBANDINI at I”'.'F{oiﬁ!g.

MOILINI left on his own, Eig mother's house was at BUTHSINI where

HSVATT had built for her, Ile left because he intended o orgsanise an

arny against VBANDENI, @e msde Iriends with the 7ulus and never ceme back,

QURESTIONT
Where di ﬁ MABIWDLA ro or vwhat havpened to him?

He heard that 3ANDENT hod sea’ regiment to kill him for plotting asninst him,
He therefore tried to run away but was soon caught and killed, M3ANDENI
hoviever scolded his men for kiliin; him because he wonted them to bring him
alive for a discuszion end clarification of the matter, verbally only, The
people who caught and killed Idm were MBOVANE, LO/ADAKOLA, MCUNTNDVU and
1I2020YT, at fhe time the army went to fight the Battle of 118 1D71,

""_ese men were not acrtually tracking him but just hannened to come neross

him as they went, They found him at a kianl, ITANDO, whilst siming not

at atiacking him but o prince wio had com 1o seek nrotection in the area,

L ISPION U,
Let's ;0 bac't to thé installation of MBANDZEII and the comin; in of
LANGALIBALFLY & to the royal lkraal,

%fter tie installalion, ac_liars reporbed to MOAYDWM'T bhat there was a

i L _gonme
eautiful girl ot WNCALISALELE's place, IBANDEII thereupon requested
to sea her, This done the girl was taken to NGIDULVANE KIMIALO but she
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never left the royal iiraal sizin, Becanse of ftheir unectings she gave birth
to a child, but before the Ducen lmew about it there came one IM\GUICUBEYANE
on horse back and carrying a botile of milk, He pot dowmn from his horse

and made the baby drink this wilk, The baby was with her nammy whose name
was IIWDLAKAZI, The baby started cryin: and the maid Lobk her teo the old
people, buit the child died shortly, Everybody then s arted weeping, but there
soon arrived NXW NDAVO SHONGVE to revort that IBANDINI was being insulted by
the Queenj thal he had killed the baby, and that ‘herefore an ammy was o
invede the royal krasnl from MBZKVMLVFI, before the next morning, SHONGVT
reported thic to the weeping Jueen-mother and neonle, The Nueen-mother then
fled %m the royal iraal st IDAVO's report, The induna, MBOVANTE, tried to
persuade the TMueen-mother to stay und not escane, saying that NDAVO': report
night not be true, but she persisted and fled, As the AQueen-mother fled
WOAVO went round to IDEKLRLVENT and told MBANDENI that his mother was fleeing
with the rgn-nakins charm, IBANDENT than sent for her .o be pobt back for
emplanation, MBANDENT 's nesaengers huridied rowd o WKABA =und BOIIVU 1IDGE
but wnfortunately she had .one ‘hat way. She wag fleeing with the vhole
family and resiments, except for !BOANE, my grand-father who stayed benind
and looked after the Idng's cattle at the royal krasl, Then » mon,
LATGCAITGO, fmxmyx from IEE JILVENI helped 'BOVANE drive ihe cattle to IBEEWLIINI,
On arrival IBOVANE told the King that it was NDAVQ wiaose report made the
Mueen fleg, IBANDINT then thought that sgince his mother and TIKHEUBA

aad left vith the regiments she was probably wasing a wor agsinst hime In
fact the Nueen-mother was now fighting her son.

QUESTION V,

Who led this war of the ﬁueen aroingt her an?

MANGITANE (Prince) and MD/APHU(Prince) ZIBUKWANA, MATINDA, AGAGAJANE

snd IMGAZHT, Then IBANDTIT's army took thelr weapong- amnd tracked the army
of the Jueen dowm, 'They killed the Queen-mother, buv this ange.ed MBMIDENT
so imch thai he crdered the eleven men responsible to be killed also, for he
seid they mirht as well have killed him. FIBUKTVANA was aong these men
who although they were flogin  with the Jueen mother turned round »nd killed
her,
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LANGENI HOUSE

We learnt that Langeni house is the house of Somhlolo. He arrived at this
place from Zombodze. As you may remember even the very Zulwini village
migrated from Shiselweni. Then when Somhlolo migrated from Ntondazi

to Nokwane this village emerged as his house. He was very happy with all
the different Sotho tribes. The Ngwane were very friendly with all the
people on their migratory journey. They migrated from Hhotho up the Lubombo
Ranges; then as far as Hlathikhulu ( the Hlathikulu whiqh is just above Golle)=
that was when they were from Zibayabaga near Hhohho, ‘hen they went to

the place where the Simelane WNtungwa were, aEmwsx near Maguda area in
Zululand, There was a woman by the married name of Labidvwabapilutfuli.
The Ngwane had the type of cattle known as Mfukwane which were herded by
the Hlatshwayo people, who were well dmzmak doctored for this purpose.

There was a hard period during Dlamini & reign. One of the young men known
as Zombodze tried to ask % 7..... from Dlamini but Dlamini refursed,

He was annoyed by then that the Zulu had captured the Mfukwane. Zombodze
Tessss BExpkim despite the reluctance of the Dlamini. He with other
warriors formed a raiding party and chased the Zulu warriors who had captured
the cattle. They overtook them when they had crossed the Pongola River,
whence they engaged in skirmishes which they won. “hey retrieved the cattle
which were already over the River Bivane in Zululand, Besides the Swazi
pursuers the cratured cattle Iemzimwvex themselves rose against their
capturers and furiously tramped upon them with diabolical roaring., The Zulu
were shocked and cursed the Swazi. Zombodze returned with the cattle.

The Swazi thenceforth trusted Ngwane more than Dlamini as the latter had
been reluctant to go after the cattle.

Later LaDandolekana gave a noble stick to Ngwane - it was when Dlamini had been
somewhere. This was his grandmother.

They migrated across the Pongola river, but that was not quite fitting and they
returned to a place known as Shirelo. Then on their migration they left
behind the hut of Lavumisa. "hen they ¥ tried to burn it it would not burn =
only the minor hut around burnt. They then wondered and #&zx said " Oh it

is a Shirolo'. The hut was looked after by the Mngomeffulo and the
Ngaamplalala of Mshikashika. They moved form Zombodze which was Ngwane's house.
Zombodze means to hitch-hike in ay forest as the Dlamini are said to have
roamed in the Lubombo forests.

Then Somhlolo started migrating from Mahlangatsha, where there is a ®xFex field
even today which is no longer ploughed because of the law of 1907 = since

we borrowed the money for bPrince Malungo to go overseas, and Logcogco with
Hosiah, and Mr.Gibson (Mbengeni).

Ihence trouble began, even with those who came first in 1871- Xxmx they foudd
Mbandzenicesseee

RELATTONSHTP BETWEEN ZwWIDE AND SOMHLOLO

It started long ago when a Swazi king married a Mnguni, who begot Dlamini and
Ngwane. When we were next to Lourenco Marques there was another Ndwandwe wife
of the king laYanga. Indeed the mother of Ngwane was LaYanga. Ihen later

the Swazi went for a daughter of @wide which was to revive the relationship.

SOMHLOLO ARUTVES AT MDZiMBA

He first built at Nokwane i.e. 0ld lobamba. He then sent a message to the
Magagula chief of the area to ask for settlement. But the Magagula chief
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was angry and beat the messenger severly. On his return Somhlolo was
angry on seeing the bruises. There was a skirmish in which the Magagula
lost. At that time Somhlolo built (0ld Lobamba as the chief administrative
village. lNcwala ceremonies were held there. ¥rom there he branched to
establish Langeni village and his house. Somhlolo Xmwed lived for a long
time.

QUESTION W
Did Somhlolo ever visit Zwide?

1 never heard of that.

INFABANTFU

This one here is the second on; the first remained at Fahlangaishe under
Ntsintsibala's vigilence. He was of Ndvumgunye. He is the father of Joa(?)
and Ndlaludzaka. We are not sure if the Zulu came to the second or the first.

NYAKsvE HOUSE.

The mother of Maluge is LalMchalakatsaj; he is half brother of Ndvungu, both
being sons of Ngwane. Somhlolo was then the son of Malunge's brother.
Malunge was of a high position in this house of Somhlolo's. To begin
with he was at the confluence of the Mkiondo and Ngwempisi where he first
built his home. Then later he was moved to Mjakeni to act as a sentinel.
Malunge was very high in the hearts of the Royals and was intelligent. He
lived up until tae reign of Mbandzeni. All the time his words were
impressive. 4ie is the one who nominated Mbovane to such a great post in
indunaship., His son was Jokovu.

SOMHLOLO
Na e
King Somhlolo of !ﬂzggﬁggngikodze of Ngwane, vorn of Sibandze of Dandahikanex's

daughter, Sibandze who begot Mabonya; Mabonya who begot Bhozongo.

The mother of Somhlolo was a Simelane - Nojiba Simelane. There were two
sisters., The younger had brought food to her elder sister just before she
went back. The Swazi admired her and took her to wife. When Nojiba
conceived she had a miscarriage and we lost that son. Later the younger
sister conceived and brought forth a baby boy for her sister. The boy

was called Somhlolo. The foetus which was spoiled was to have been called
Cebisa., During that time it was hard to x beget a boy. Somhlolo was born
when all the wives had gone to the jugobean harvest. Somnjalose was

alone at home. Somebody went to report it to Masenjane Sibandze of Khondlo,
who was an induna. They toock the child and hid him away. They used to send
food to the baby privately. Elsewhere there waazx was another child who

was also hidden and called "Liba" of Ngwene, and the two childeen were treated
in exactly the same way - the child was of the brother of Ndungunya.

Ndungunya had lived long, so much so that he could not even walk, and a
hide was used as a wheelchair to meve him about.

One dayg when the baby boy Somhlolo was at his hiding place with his mother

the king wanted to see him. So he was brought and put in the sacred enclosure
in the homestead. e old king Ndvungunye came in to see him. As he saw
him with his half-blind eyes he said, " I do see my child, but what prodigy
is it that is next to him?"., 1In this case the old king meant the mother

of Somhlolo when he said "my child" = Somnjalose was young and the king

was very old. But he saw the baby boy next to her and wondered who he was.
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Hence the name of Somhlolo - a prodizy. Thence forth she was made (ueen-
mother and she remained in the place of king Ndungunye when he died.

But before he died he urged his counsellors to go and find out about his
illness, but they turned a deaf ear to that. One day he told them that

each time he slept he dreamed of a white tribe, who were as white as the pig
whose hair is scraped off. They emerged from the water with something
which spit smoke and hit afar., " If you do not care to go and find out
about my ailment w you will remain in tribulation . You will try in vain
to collect and to do something until it is the fourth generation that wi
suffer. There will arise from your household ( the Royal household) those
who will have their ears unpierced. For there will have come a book

which the unpierced ear of the Royal household will remember from the
beginning to the end, after being shown how to understand the events contained
within it, He will knéw that book from the beginning to thne end." That
book was a bible, The nobles laughed and remarked that he did not know.

There was a controvery after the installation of Somhlolo as king. The
Hoyals had endless questions amongst themselves; hence his paraise,
Sobuta, which was simplified to Sobhuza- hence kux his name Sobhuza I.
This means 'interrogator'. But his main name by Royalty mm is 'Nkhosi' =
King.

As he was installed there were spies and scouts going out to look for greener
pastures.

Again it was known throughout the land that he was a good ruler. Even

Shaka the Zulu king heard of his virtues, and consequently there came messengers
from Shaka to Somhlclo's royal residence. They came to invite Somhlolo to
visit Shaka, so that Shaka could satisfy himself of his virtues, as he had
heard of Somhlolo's admiration by other people. ©Some people did not favéur
the invitation, because they suspected that Shaka would murder their king.

But Hlophe of Mahbongane favoured the invitation, confident that no harm

would befall him. The Swazi then agreed to Hlphe's suggestion. Preparations
were made and the king started for Zululand.  When he neared Shaka's place
there was an abrupt change in the weather - a thunderstorm was brewing.

The Zulu call that ' the elephant rumbles'., During the period of the
thunderstorm Somhlolo arrived at Shaka's g¥amex palace. Unfortunately

Shaka had caught flu. After Maphokela and amim another man had returned from
Shaka after reporting the arrival of the king, Shaka sent his induna and
mother to greet the son of Ndvungunye and assure him of safety, also saying
that he would perhaps see him tomorrow. Shaka's warriors were full of
malice, and they danced and cried out that Shaka should give the command to
kill Somhlolo. Put the guests were given ten head of cattle and were assigned
to a nearby homesteadfor the night. Hitherto they had been in the cattle
kraal, at the great palace of Shaka. They did as their host requested

and went to a nearby homestead for lodging. Before they could undo the

mats to prepare for sleep, Somhlolo told his escort that they should wait

a moment. There was then a torrent in Zululand. Somnlolo asked hig people
to go out and look at the sky. On their return they told him that the king
was fully clad. ‘hen Somhlolo asked his escort if they had seen the warriors
dancing in their anxiety to kill him, and if they thought that they would

see the next daylight., He hims¥ef himself suggested that they had rather
devart then md there. They went out; the cattle were resting. They touched
one of them, and them they went off into the night. All night long they

went on their way. Just before dawn they were about to cross the Fongola
River. It was still raining, but not on the Ngwane msrty, who were walking

on dry land.. Across the Pongola they spotted a hillock with caves. They

got there, slaughtered one beast and undid their sleeping mats. Some flayed
the beast whilst others prepared for sleep, Just then they looked across

the river in the direction which they had come and they saw a great army there.
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The Zulu could see the cattle but could not readily see the Swazi. BSuddenly,
in the overflowing river there floated a big tree which was w being washeéd
down by the flood.  While they were looking at the tree there came a horse
which was aldo being washed down the stream. The anxious Zulu army began to
throw assegei over the flooded river. All the assegai they threw did not
cross the river but were washed away. Then there came another regiment of
Zulu. The latter urged the first regiment to cross the flooded river. They
decided to attempt it. ‘“‘his was the first heavy rain experienced on Zulu
soil after six years of drought. Unfortunately their courage led them to
their death= all were washed away =m down stream and drowned. None mxmrx
managed to reach the Swazi. Those who remained on the bank of the river
remorsefully remarked that their fellow warriors were just chasing the
Mhlengas ( a term of abuse}J All this was on of the primary reasons

for Somhlolo's migration from the south to them north, because he had been
highly frightened of the Zulu,

1 took some time before the Ngwane people got their grandmother wife of the
king. Then later it was decided that a man be sent to Zwide of Yanga to

ask for a lady to be wife to Somhlolo. So Dzimile Wkambule, andinduna was
sent to Zwide at Nongona 30 %Sk for a young lady. Then on their arrival

at ithe great village of ® ( Ngwane was a grandchild mf at that place),

a great lady dance was summoned to entertain them and enable them to meet

the ladies. Whilst the ladies danceu the foreign induna went to the

induna of the village and reported that he had laready seen the lady they
were seeking for their king. After Zwide had been informed &k they were
asked to point out this lady. They showed him Thandile, and Zwide was very
happy about this. After the dance the Swazi % stayed for the night and the
next morning departed. After that a royal weddin~ was arranged and Thandile
was summoned and she came to marry the Swazi king according to the customs.
Zwide was looking young at the time and so his elders had to perform the rites.
Long after the wedding Thandile experienced a miscarriage, like the one which
brought Cebisa - this one was Ndjmandze. However on her second conception
she succeeded and broucht fortha a son who was named Mswati. He succeeded
Somhlolo, when he was still young. ' Some boys were brought from Zwide,
Makhasane Manyatsi, the father of Mkhiphiso and others. They were young men
who had come whmmx with Lonzidze to Swaziland.

One day she was in the bush praising and palying with the child. She sang to
this child a son = the song which is usually started by Mandanda and us. You
could note the groaning part of thessong which sirmifies the crying child and
lakhasane, the herald of Thandile. This the reserved strictly confidentaal
song of the incwala ceremony.

As he was born at Old Lobamba, then later there emerged Ludzidzini village
from 0ld Lobamba. Mswati had other half brother - Hhobohhobo, Mgidla,
Mabmbule, Msukusuke, Ndwandwe, Dlakadla and other.

Mswati as king went as far as across the ¥xsmxx Nkomazi river, then rebuilt
his village at Hhohho. He was intending to cross the ulgwenya river. Mswati
was pugnacious; unless there was a2 battle he was not happy. Here are Mswati's
regiments: Nyatsi, Lochegu, Diba, Ulhele (#2), UMaku, Londolozi. The most
prominent war ewer fought by Mswati was the all-in war against Mzila, helping
Mawewe against his brother, Mzila. The iNyatsi regiment fought to tne last.
They went to the extent of capturing the most important cattle of Mzida, far
into the interior of Po se Bast Africa. They found the cattle herded

by Mathendelekwane and = in fact these cattle were the most important
of their kind in the kingdom of Mzila, But Mathendelekwane warned iliNyatsi
not to capture those cattle because they were doctored, but the Nyatsi would
not listen. ‘hey captured them Then they killed Mathendelelkwane and Lubibi

could not cope. One other war was against Majaji of Thobela, which was wiped
off and only a few people returned. After the first people had returned Mswati
died. There had come Matsofeni., In fact Mswati was helping the Boers against
Majaji of Thohela.
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KING'S PRATSES by Maboya

1, SOBHUZA

USobhuza wamadwazl
Sobhuza of the Swazi.

Usobhuza Longumagicekela
Sobhuza as the cover.

Imanga enencene angayisibekela
Which can cover the small homesteads.

Uhambe kakhule wayakulika lkuligilija wadonda kubeleks kubakaligwane.
Thou had greatly travelled, even as far as Mgilija, but you laothed to
piggy back on Ngwane.

Mphana ukome inevele lenkomo igifuklawane Ngokumunyisa ishumi lamadodo
kwasala mive ngedwa youngete yongite munyisa leukisomo
Thou who gives a dairy an infinite cow, which sucrles ten men, except me.

Tshani belitabende obungadliwayizinikumao
Grass of high mountain which is never grazed.

Budliwa vegezimngana zaka lMaphungwane
But grass by black cattle of Maphungwane.

sigho kullgwane otile abohile aveka abuke ikowezi nesilimela azi kuthe ikhunzi
liyasibikela libiskela uligwane.

We say to you thou art advised by Ngwane to watch the ominous heavenly
signs, mark that the morning star brings tidings to Ngwane.

NBobhuza mgezeni isandla neaineyawo Ninjamporu ukutile ulntwa uszme emalibeni
ebatholoini abomMkiize kanye nubablioko.

Wash the feet of Sobhuza, for he has tramped on the wizard's graves of
Mkhize and Mavhoko.

Lusiva loSwesabekuyo lwagoj-la nzivialo zakaligwane.
Thou awful guill feather which overwhélmed the land of Ngwane,

casizisils sethundangwe sasihamba sisikizela .
The tail of that bird which kept on wagesing.

Wena wekunene.
You of Kunene,

2. NDVUNGUNYE

Ndvugunye wallgwane
Ndvungunye of Newane

wihlangu sibubumba nomginesangu silukoenbpan e siliomba nemhlambi yzmaddda
kanje neymadodand.

The shield that slides down Mginsanguj as it slides it takes with it cattle
of man and sons.

Mniki wamphi kulalangend
You who gives a signal fot fight for the war amongst Langeni.
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NDOVUNCUNY®

wase uklala timjepnebeti Ieki dz=xia ptey uyayinawukela
You did it and shed tears in sympathy

Vakhumbula ti hlangu leti dzala e lalliosli asendulo

And remembered the old shields of the ancient kings.

yoni yaligwane waDiamini Leyazale emacanda yaphvinde yachobaza ngomlome
Thou bird of Ngwane of Dlamini which laid eggs and cracked them with its
beak.

Dlodlo singabekwa kamdwa kauti ngisibane singawanlahla engwenyama kanti
ngale inhlambelo.

Thy head ring is never put at the mother's house yet T have imagined it
on the kraal poles whereas it is of the sacred enclosure therein,

CEBISA

Cebisa Waligwane.
Cebisa of Ngwane

Lowacebisa onke emakhosi
Who enriched all the kings.

Aligwane asembo lawenangwe
0f Ngwane of elbo and this side

Thunzi lebinemyz ma lelembet: izintaba
The Black shadow which blankets the moyntains

Lendlaxidengwa iziukovo nezamakinanda
Which passed as cattle; were milked even of other areas

sepighuntsiwva ugemaduns akaligwane
Which were driven by Ngwane headmen.

Sinhushahhushane saligwane nguloluza nemoya
Thou Ngwane hurricane.

ﬂﬁiéﬁphula izimdlu kanye nesjhlolda
beeaks houses and trees

wathuma Dambuza walalbuya
You sent Dambuza of Mbuya

Wathe ayokwekhela usu(7, wakho waseLulakeni
To build you a home of wrath Imlakeni

Lunya luyavutha luvuthe la imizi
Thou of burning crueliy

Yamadoda luvuthela imizi yamalangeni
Which kindles the villages of man and that of Langeni,

Wena wekunene

You of Kunene.




